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USDA Rural Development? 
ÅñCommitted to the future of rural communitiesò 

ÅOne of 17 Agencies and 18 offices 



  

Our Mission Area began as the Resettlement Administration & was 

transferred to the Dept. of Agriculture in 1937, where it became the 

Farm Security Administration. 



USDA RD 2015 Investments in Massachusetts 

ñby the numbersò  

  $7,902,400   $491,658  
 $3,749,455  

 $73,620  

$141,088,727  

 $8,765,000  

Rural Development Loans 

CF

IRP

SFHD 502

SFHD 504

SFHG 502

WEP

 $435,983  

 $416,780  

 $343,351  

 $1,713,890  

 $17,373  

 $2,711,553  

 $123,168  

 $299,869  

 $3,309,150  

Rural Development Grants 

CF

OTHER BP

RCDG

REAP

RMAP

RUS

SFHD 504

VAPG

WEP

V Over $170 Million 

V Over 50 Housing, Business and 

Community oriented programs 

V 4 offices; State office Amherst 

and Area Offices in Hadley, 

Holden and West Wareham 

V 3 primary delivery mechanisms -

direct loans, guaranteed loans 

and grants 

V 1 major impact! more than $491 

Million in FY15 across MA, CT 

and RI. 



USDA RD 2015 Investments in MA 1st Congressional 

 $4,186,600  

 $1,250,500  

 $10,095  

 $32,822,614  

 $4,939,000  

Rural Development Loans 

CF

SFHD 502

SFHD 504

SFHG 502

WEP

 $35,000   $115,973  

 $883,801  

 $1,024,774  

 $34,877  

 $1,710,000  

Rural Development Grants 

CF

OTHER BP

REAP

RUS

SFHD 504

WEP

VOver $46 Million 

V86 municipalities 

V4 counties 



 $810,000   $1,424,255  

 $57,549  

 $58,603,960  

 $46,000  

Rural Development Loans 

CF

SFHD 502

SFHD 504

SFHG 502

WEP

 $76,000  

 $131,423  

 $343,351  

 $830,089  

 $17,373  

 $303,673  

 $52,791  
 $42,450  

Rural Development Grants 

CF

OTHER BP

REAP

RUS

SFHD 504

WEP

RCDG

RMAP

USDA RD 2015 Investments in MA 1st Congressional 

VOver $62 Million 

V63 municipalities 

V5 counties 



FY 16 FUNDING 

ÅOperating under a ñCRò 

ÅAvailable at FY15 levels 

ÅExpected increase in some 

programs 

ÅBudget for full FY remains 

underdevelopment 



 

 

Section 6025 
(Strategic Economic and Community Development ï SECD) 

 

FY 2016 Farm Bill set aside 10% of 

appropriated funds for B&I 

Guarantees, CF loans and Grants, 

RBDG and Water & Waste Loans and 

Grants 

 

 

 



 

 

Section 6025 
(Strategic Economic and Community Development ï SECD) 

 

Will Prioritize projects that support 

multi-jurisdictional plans 

 

Encourage community to think 

holistically and encourages outcomes 

based on a region 

 

 



  

Water & Waste Loans & Grants 

Eligible Entities:   ƺ Public bodies, tribal entities, and non- 

       profit organizations 

       Including towns & special purpose municipal districts 

 

      ƺ Projects must pertain to a public,  

       regulated system 
 

 

Eligible Rural Areas:  ƺ Project must serve a town or village with  

       a population of less than 10,000 (as  

       determined by the 2010 census) 



  

Water & Waste Loans & Grants 

Financial Assistance:  ƺ Grants are available for up to 75% if  

       community MHI is 80% or less of  

       SNMHI, 45% if between 100% and 80%  

       SNMHI 

       Grant funding is subject to available appropriated funds 

       Grants are meant to subsidize the usersô  

       monthly expenses  

       

      ƺ Loans are available with interest rates  

       determined according to service area MHI  

       for terms of up to 40 years, depending  

       upon the useful life of the security 

       Based upon repayment ability, outstanding  

       indebtedness & the cost of similar systems 

 

 

 



  

Water & Waste Loans & Grants 

Eligible Projects and Expenditures: 

 

 

 

ƺ Water Systems 

 

ƺ Sewer Systems  

 

ƺ Solid Waste Disposal  

 

ƺ Storm Drainage 
 

 

ƺ Construction 

ƺ Expansion 

ƺ Rehabilitation 

ƺ Land acquisition 

ƺ Legal fees 

ƺ Engineering fees 

ƺ Equipment 

ƺ Initial operation 

ƺ Maintenance costs 

ƺ Project contingencies 

ƺ Utility hook-up fees 



  

Water & Waste Loans & Grant 

Pre Development Planning Grant (PPG): 

 

 

Max Assistance $25,000 or 

75% of project cost, 

whichever is less 

         

ƺ Public Body/Non-Profit 

 

ƺ MHI of Below $65,702 

 

ƺ Financial Need  

 

ƺ limited to projects  

       agency will fund 
 

 

 

 

 

ƺ     Preliminary Eng. Report 

ƺ Environmental Report 



  

Water & Waste Loans & Grant 

Special Evaluation Assistance For Rural 

Communities and Households (SEARCH): 

 

 

Max Assistance $30,000 or 

100% of project cost, 

whichever is less 

         

ƺ Public Body/Non-Profit 

 

ƺ MHI of Below $65,702 

 

ƺ Financial Need  

 

ƺ Populations of 2500  

       or less 

 

 

 

 

ƺ     Feasibility Study 

ƺ Design & Technical Assistance 



 

 

Water & Waste Loans & Grant Projects 

Town of Monroe, MA  
 

V Provided Water & Waste Loan and Grant 

V $1,070,000 loan assistance  

V $2,385,400 grant assistance  

V sewer upgrades per a MADEP consent order. 

Includes PPG assistance. 

 

Town of Montague, MA 
 

V Provided Water & Waste Loan and Grant  

V two phases  

V Phase I was for combined sewer overflow reduction  

V Phase II was for upgrades to the water pollution 

control facility 

V $1,982,000 loan assistance 

V $864,064 in Grant assistance. and.  

V required to be corrected per a MADEP consent 

order.  

V State Revolving loan funds were also used in 

partnership. Included PPG assistance. 



 

 

 

Water & Waste Loans & Grant Projects 

Town of Gill, MA 
  

V $25,350  SEARCH Grant  

V Engineering report to study the school districtôs 

water system. 

 

Brookside Mobile Home Park  

Tenantôs Association, Orange, MA 
 

V $22,800 PPG  

V Preliminary engineering & environmental reports 

V Evaluation of the water supply infrastructure at the 

mobile home park.   

V Applicant contributed $7,500 to the total project 

cost.  

V It is anticipated that a USDA application will be 

submitted to move forward with the project. 

 



  

Community Facilities Direct Loans & Grants 

Eligible Entities:   ƺ Public bodies, tribal entities, and non- 

       profit organizations 

       Including towns & special purpose municipal districts 

 

      ƺ Applicant must be unable to obtain  

       commercial or guaranteed credit at rates  

       & terms sufficient to finance the project  

       successfully 
 

 

Eligible Rural Areas:  ƺ Project must serve a town or village with  

       a population of less than 20,000 (as  

       determined by the 2010 census) 



  

Community Facilities Direct Loans & Grants 

Financial Assistance:  ƺ Grants are available for up to 75%, 55%,  

       35%, 15% or 0%, depending upon the  

       MHI of the servicing area and location of  

       the facility as compared with the SNMHI 

       Grant funding is subject to available  

       appropriated funds 

    

 

      ƺ Loans are available with interest rates  

       determined according to service area MHI  

       for terms of up to 40 years, depending  

       upon the useful life of the security 

       Based upon repayment ability & outstanding  

       indebtedness 

 

 

 



  

Community Facilities Loan Guarantees 

Eligible Entities:   ƺ Public bodies, tribal entities, and non- 

       profit organizations 

       Including towns & special purpose municipal districts 

 

      ƺ Applicant must be unable to obtain  

       commercial credit at rates  

       & terms sufficient to finance the project  

       successfully without a guarantee 
 

 

Eligible Rural Areas:  ƺ Project must serve a town or village with  

       a population of less than 20,000 (as  

       determined by the 2010 census) 



  

Community Facilities Loan Guarantees 

Financial Assistance:  ƺ Guarantee of up to 90% of the loan made  

       by a qualifying lender     

       

       ƺ  Qualifying lenders include any bank, thrift 

or credit       union chartered by a state or federal 

agency as well     as ñnon-traditionalò lenders with sufficient 

experience      to make and service the proposed loan  

       

      ƺ One-time, 1% Guarantee fee at closing 

       

      ƺ Rate may be fixed, variable or mixed 

       

      ƺ Term may be as long as 40 years, or the  

       useful life of the financed security 

     
 

 



  

Community Facilities  

Eligible Projects and Expenditures: 

 

 

ƺ Health Care: hospitals, 

 clinics, etc. 

ƺ Public Safety: police/ 

 fire stations, vehicles, 

 communications, etc. 

ƺ Education: schools,  

 charter schools, etc.  

ƺ Public Services  

ƺ Transportation 

ƺ Energy Improvements: 

 solar, wind, efficiency  

 improvements 
 

 

ƺ Construction 

ƺ Expansion 

ƺ Rehabilitation 

ƺ Land acquisition 

ƺ Legal fees 

ƺ Engineering/Architectural fees 

ƺ Capitalized interest (NP Only) 

ƺ Equipment 

ƺ Initial operation 

ƺ Maintenance costs 

ƺ Project contingencies 

ƺ Equipment leases or rentals 

ƺ Refinance existing debt (Guar) 



Community Facilities Direct Loan Projects 

  

Town of Whately, MA 
 

V $810,000 Community Facility loan 

V Existing building to be used for town offices.   

V 40 year term loan  

V $5,000 town contribution to project cost. 

V Town now has a fully accessible facility in 

which to conduct business. 

 

 

Food Bank of Western MA 
 

V $46,000 Community Facility grant 

V Equipment to store and process food related 

to their local food distribution program 

 


